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Gumusgler ka-
sabasinda  yer
alan manastirin
Orta Cag’'daki adi
ve tarihi hakkinda
dénem kaynagi
bulunmamakta-
dir. Yapilis tari-
hi kesin olarak
bilinmemekle
beraber, kuvvet-
li ihtimalle 8-12
yuzyillar arasinda
yapildigi  sanil-
maktadir. Blyuk
bir kaya Kkilisesi-
nin icine oyulan manastir; Kapadokya bélgesi icerisin-
de, ginumuze iyi korunarak gelmis en blyik manastir-
lardan birisidir.

Kapadokya’da kayaya oyulmus pek cok manastir
bulunmaktadir ve bazi bilim adamlar bunlarn yemekha-
neli (trapezal) ve acik avlulu olmak Uzere iki grupta ele
almaktadir. Gumusler Manastir ikinci grup dahilindedir.
Manastirin en énemli yapisi, kompleksin kuzeyinde yer
alan kilisedir. Manastir da yer alan diger mekanlarin pek
cogunun iglevi bilinmemektedir. Orta avluda mezarlar
ve erzak depolar bulunmaktadir. Giriste avlunun sol
tarafinda yeralti
sehri  mevcut-
tur. Yeralti seh-
rinden toprak
yuzeyine ula-
san havalandir-
ma ve megafon
seklinde haber-
lesme sistemi
vardir.



Kilisenin
duvar resimle-
rinde en az U¢
farkl  ustanin
calistgr dusu-
nulmektedir.
Ana apsisteki
uc serit halin-
deki resimle-
rin en ustun-
deki  Tahtta
isa, saginda
iki melek, in-
cil yazarlarinin
sembolleri ile
Desis sahne-
sinde yer alan
Meryem ve ha-
variler, en alttaki seritte ise Kayserili Blyuk Basileios,
Nysa’li Gregorios, Nazians’li Gregorios gibi kilise baba-
larinin resimleri yer almaktadir.

Kuzey hag kolundaki Meryem’e Miijde, isa’nin do-
gumu ve Tapinaga Takdimi sahneleri ile Vaftizci Yahya
ve Aziz Stephanos figurleri ikinci bir sanatcinin elinden
cikmis olmalidir. i¢ narteksten naosa giris kapisinin gi-
neyindeki Meryem ve cocuk isa ile iki yanindaki bas
melekler Gabriel ve Mikael figurleri iglincu sanatci-
ya aittir. Narteksin Ustlindeki bir odanin duvarlarinda
Kapadokya’'da 6rnegi gorilmeyen, av sahneleri, cesitli
hayvanlardan olusan bir kompozisyon dikkat cekmek-
tedir. Kapadokya’'daki pek cok kilisede oldugu gibi, Gu-
musler Manastirinda da duvar resimlerinin ikonografik
ve uslup 6zelliklerine gore yapilabilmektedir. Manastir-
daki duvar resimleri ingiliz arkeolog-restoratér Michel
Gough tarafindan 1960 I yillarda tamir edilmistir. Kili-
sedeki resimlerin bu &zellikleri ve karsilastirmali deger-
lendirmeler yontemi ile 11./12. yy.lara tarihlendirmek
muamkuanddr.




The monastery is located in Glmdsler Town, an im-
portant historical source with relation to the Middle Ages.
Despite not knowing the precise foundation of the glim(is-
ler monastery,it is supposed to have been built between
8th-12th centuries. The monastery is carved out of a large
rock church and is one of the best preserved and largest
of its kind in the Cappadocia region.

There are quite a few monasteries hewn out of the
rock in Cappadocia and some scholars split these into
2 types; those with dining halls and those with open co-
urtyards. The Gdamdsler Monastery is part of the second
group. The most important part of the monastery complex
is the church to its north. The church comprises of four
free standing closed aisles based on a Greek cross plan;
in the northern aisle of the cross there is a niche with two
tombs. To the west there are 2 entrances covered with a
cradle vault. The function of many of the other spaces in
the monastery is not known. Graves and storerooms are
situated in the central courtyard. On the left side of the
courtyard at the entrance is an underground city which
has communication and ventilation systems extending to
the soil surface.

It is assumed that at least 3 different Masters worked
on the paintings found on the walls of the church. In the
main apse there are three bands of painting; the highest
shows Christ Enthroned, with two angels to his right, the
symbols of the Gospel writers and the moment of Desis
with Mary and the disciples. The lowest series shows fat-
hers of the church, Basil the Great of Kayseri, Gregory of
Nysa, Gregory of Nazians and the like.

In the north aisle of the cross are representations of
The Annunciation, The Nativity and The Presentation at
the Temple with the figures of John the Baptist and St.
Stephen which must have been painted by the hand of a
second artist. On the inside of the narthex to the south of
the entrance door are representations of Mary and baby

Jesus and on each side of them the archangels Gabriel
and Michael which belong to the hand of a third artist.
On the walls of a room above the narthex is an example
of something not seen anywhere else in Cappadocia:
hunting scenes. There is an interesting composition of
a variety of animals. The special style and iconography
of the paintings on the walls of the Glmdsler Monastery
is the same as that can be see in many churches in
Cappadocia. It is possible to date the paintings in the
church to the 12th and 13th C. A.D. by comparing and
evaluating them by these traits.
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