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Sungur bey camii ilhanli
doneminde Nigde
Valisi olan Sungur Bey
tarafindan yaptiriimistir.
(1335 yili civarinda)

It was probably
commissioned by Sunger
Bey who was Governor of

Nigde in the ilhanli period.
(around 1335)

SUNGURBEY CAMII: Camiinin insa kitabesi yok-
tur. Ancak 1335 yili civarinda yapildig: distunul-
mektedir. [lhanh dsneminde Nigde Valisi olan Sun-
gur Bey tarafindan yaptirilmigtir. Camiinin mimari
bilinmemektedir. Fakat mimber ile muhtemelen
kuzey ta¢ kapisinin ahsap kap: kanatlarini Hoca
Ebubekir, daha sonraki doneme ait dogu tag kapi-
sinin ahsap kapi kanatlarini ise Hact Muhammed
isimli ustalar yapmigtir. Nigde kalesinin gtineyba-
t1 yénundedir.

SUNGURBEY MOSQUE: There is no inscription on
the mosque. Nonetheless it is thought it was construct-
ed in around 1335. It was probably commissioned by
Sunger Bey who was Governor of Nigde in the [lhanh
period. The architect is not known. But the pulpit and
probably the wooden panels of the door in the north-
ern crown entrance were done by craftsmen with the
names of Hoca Ebubekir, and, for the later wooden
panels of the door in the eastern crown entrance, Hac
Muhammed. It is located to the southwest of Nigde’s
Castle.

With the exception of the roof and the minarets the
mosque, with a few renovations, has survived to our day
pretty much in its original state and function. Above
the main crown door entrance to the east can be found

Kapi Detayi

Detail of door
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Dogu ve kuzey cephelerde
birer ta¢ kapiya yer
verilmistir. Ayrica kuzey
cephenin dogu kdsesinde
merdivenle ¢ikilan fevkani,
“bey kapisi” vardir.

Th e east and northern faces
have each been given a
crown entrance. Also at the
eastern corner of the north
side there is a staircase
leading up to an upper
storey “Lord’s Entrance”.

Bazi onarimlarla giiniimiize gelen camii, 6rti sis-
temi ve minareler haricinde orijinal 6zelligini ve
fonksiyonunu korumaktadir. Dogu tag¢ kapisi asil
giris aciklig1 tzerinde 874 H./1469-70 M. tarih-
li vergi kitabesi bulunur. Muhtemelen bu tarihte
cami tamir gérmis olabilir. Yap1 barut mahzeni ola-
rak kullanilirken, XVIII. yy. ortalarinda mahallede
¢tkan yangin sonucu cami yanmisg, orti sistemi ve
minareler de tamamen yikilmistir. Sonrasinda ta-
mir edilerek ahgap direkli ve diiz toprak damli cami
seklini almigtir. Yap1 1948 yili civar tekrar onarim
gormiis dogu ta¢ kapisindaki minarelerden biri ye-
niden yapilmistir.

Cami, dogu-bati dogrultusunda meyilli bir arazi
tizerine inga edilmig ve digtan 28.45x37.10 m 6l¢i-
lerindedir. Yapi, harim, dogu ve kuzey cephelerde

an inscription which mentions the date 1469-70 A.D.
(Islamic Calendar: 874). Most probably the mosque un-
derwent repairs at this date. The mosque burnt down
as a result of a fire that started in the quarter, while the
building was being used as a gun powder store in the
middle of the 19th C. A.D. The roof and minarets were
completely destroyed. During the renovation that took
place afterwards the mosque acquired wooden columns
and a flat roof made of earth. Around the year 1948
the building was again renovated and one of the mina-
rets of the eastern crown door was re-built.

The exterior dimensions of the mosque are 28.45x37.10
m and it is built on land that slopes from east to west.
The building consists of a crowned door on the inner-
most, east and north faces and where the east face
meets to the southern end of the mosque are arranged



birer tackap: ile dogu cephenin giiney tarafina ca-
miye bitigik yerlestirilen tirbeden miitesekkildir.
Camii ingasinda sarimtrak renkte ince yonu trakit
tast kullanilmigtir. Yapi insasinda oldukca temiz ve
itinali bir ig¢ilik gorulir. Dogu ve kuzey cepheler-
de birer tag kapiya yer verilmistir. Ayrica kuzey cep-
henin dogu kosesinde merdivenle ¢ikilan fevkani,
“bey kapist” vardir. Cifte minareli abidevi ta¢ ka-
pmin dogu cepheye yapilmas: arazinin topografik
yapisiyla alakalidir. Dogu tag kapisi eyvan tartinde
olup, iki yandan birer minareyle sinirlandirilmis ve
Turk mimarisinde kendine 6zgii seckin bir yeri var-
dir. Eyvan Gotik mimarisinin bir ézelligi olarak ka-
burgali tonozla kapatilmigtir. Eyvanin yan duvarla-
rina simetrik yerlestirilen mihrabiyeler, zeminden
yitksekte tutulmustur. Eyvanin duvarlar: tamamen
bitkisel, geometrik ve figtrlii siislemeyle dekore
edilmigtir. Dikkati ¢eken en 6nemli bezeme, mih-
rabiye ve eyvan kose siitunceleri arasinda kalan ve
sekiz kollu yildizlardan olusan, geometrik motifler-
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domed tombs (tiirbe). A yellowish trachyte thin cut
stone has been used in the construction of the mosque.
The workmanship throughout the construction is fair-
ly good and accomplished. The east and northern faces
have each been given a crown entrance. Also at the east-
ern corner of the north side there is a staircase leading
up to an upper storey “Lord’s Entrance”. The construc-
tion of the twin-minaretted monumental crown en-
trance on the eastern side is due to the lay of the land.
The construction of the eastern crown entrance as an
open three-sided vault flanked on each side by a min-
aret gives the mosque a special place in Turkish archi-
tecture. The vault is defined by ribs, a feature of Goth-
ic Architecture. On the side walls of this vault feature
symmetrical niches that run from floor to ceiling. The
walls of the vault are completely covered in decorative
representations of plants and geometrical figures. The
most striking ornamentation is between the niche and
the columns at the corner of the vault. Here outside the
panels with representations of eight pointed stars and

Yuksekten camili goriiniim

A view with the mosque
from high
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Camii insasinda sarimtrak
renkte ince yonu trakit tasi
kullanilmistir.

A yellowish trachyte thin cut
stone has been used in the
construction of the mosque.

le bezenen panolar distan, kivrik dallar arasina yer-
lestirilen ¢esitli hayvan baglari, spiral kivrik dallarin
uclarinda ve aralarindaki boslugu doldurur vaziyet-
te; kuzey panoda 37 giiney panoda ise 42 figiir var-
dir. Bunlar; kus, fil, oglak, at, panter, antilop, ejder,
si¢can, boga, tavsan, maymun, képek, aslan, koyun,
ordek ve balik figtirlerinden olugmaktadir. Bunlarin
On iki hayvanh Tirk takviminin bir hatirasi olarak,
ta¢ kapiy1 bezemek amaciyla yapildigini sanmakta-
y1z. Keza, Kuzey Ta¢ Kap1 da geometrik, bitkisel ve
figirlii bezemelerle dekore edilmistir. Cami de bat1
duvarin alt tarafinda dort, dogu duvarin alt tarafin-
dabir, tst tarafinda ti¢ ve kuzey duvarin tst tarafin-
da bir pencere orijinal 6zelliklerini koruyarak ganiu-
mize gelmistir. Camii de ahsap bezemeyi kuzey ve
dogu ta¢ ahsap kapilari ile bugtin Digar1 Camii'nde
bulunan mimberin de gérmekteyiz.

geometrical motifs there are represented, amongst the
winding branches, various animal heads. Filling in the
spaces between the spiralling branches, and at their
tips, there are 37 figures in the northern panel and 42
in the southern. The figures of a bird, elephant, goat,
horse, panther, antelope, dragon, squirrel, bull, rab-
bit, monkey, dog, lion, sheep, duck and fish can all be
found. It is not thought that these are meant to evoke
the Twelve Beast Turkish Calendar. There are compa-
rable geometric, plant-life and figures decorating the
Northern Crown Door. Of the original windows that
have survived unscathed to this time there are 4 on the
lower part of the western wall, 1 on the lower part of
the eastern wall, and 3 higher, plus one window on the
upper north wall. The decorated wooden doors of the
north and east entrances of the mosque are currently
to be seen in the pulpit of the Disar1 Mosque.




T

a
—

v
Y,

™"
.

-

o e e

ilt‘“‘
T

>
s et s 0




